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letter from the principal
Dear ELP Families,

Perhaps you have heard your students saying “live above the line” or “fail-

ure leads to success”. These are some of the phrases associated with The 8 

Keys of Excellence: Principles to Live By, which is a book written by Bobbie 

Porter. The principles defined in Ms. Porter’s book are being taught school-

wide as part of our behavior support initiative to build a positive school 

climate and culture. The effect of the 8 Keys is widespread as the school 

community turns the phrases into actions. Students and staff are using the 

language of the Keys every day. Recently a group of Ms. Wendy’s students 

who are working on mentoring developed an 8 Keys “Go Fish” card game to 

reinforce the principles of the program.

The 8 Keys of Excellence are the following:

Integrity – Match behavior with values

Failure leads to success – Learn from mistakes

Speak with good purpose – Speak honestly and kindly

This is it! – Make the most of every moment

Commitment – Make your dreams happen

Ownership – Take responsibility for actions

Flexibility – Be willing to do things differently

Balance – Live your best life

As we incorporate The 8 Keys of Excellence in our day at Hawthorne it is 

our hope that these principles will create a more positive environment and 

become an important part of our students’ and staff’s lives.

Sincerely,

— Marian Broadhead

 Hawthorne Elementary Principal
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shake-
speare 
is here!

It’s that time of year 
again: Hawthorne ELP 
students are presenting 
three works of William 
Shakespeare. 

The fourth graders 
will be performing Much 
Ado About Nothing, a 
shortened version of the 
venerable comedy. Expect 
a slightly modern spin to 
this production.

After performing Mac-
beth last year, Mrs. Taft’s 
fifth graders are sticking 
with tragedy and present-
ing Hamlet this year.

The sixth grade will 
lighten things up again 
with the frothy fun of 
A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream. This cast also in-
cludes two students from 
the C&A sixth grade class.

Here’s the complete 
schedule of performances:

Monday, March 30

10:30  Midsummer

1:15 Midsummer

Tuesday, April 1

10:30 All plays

1:15 All plays

Wednesday, April 2

10:30 All plays

1:15 All plays

3:15 All plays

6:00 All plays

Thursday, April 3

10:30 All plays

1:15 All plays

3:15 All plays

6:00 All plays
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GM! SL! wraps up science fair finishes

For the week of March 11-13, Mrs. Edwards’ room was magically 
transformed into the set for Good Masters! Sweet Ladies!, a play about 
kids in the Middle Ages. Sometimes in a school play the students will 
just memorize their lines, but in this production the cast had watched 
the show every year since kindergarten and were eager to really dive into 
their favorite roles. The students of room 12 worked on their lines for 
months, and when show time came, everyone had their opportunity to 
shine. Not content to settle for just saying their lines, the actors of room 
12 worked hard to create truly believable and sympathetic characters. It 
was a wonderful production, and no doubt the younger students who saw 
it were inspired to do as great a job someday. Bravo room 12 for such an 
incredible production of Good Masters! Sweet Ladies!

 — Cheryl Gaysunas Williams
 Parent Volunteer Director of Good Masters! Sweet Ladies!

At the end of January, Haw-
thorne Elementary School 
had an amazing science fair 
thanks to our incredible judges 
and volunteers. We had 173 
science fair projects and nine 
whole-class projects from 
the younger grades. Over 56 
people from the community 
volunteered and worked hard 
before, during, and after the 
science fair to make it all 
happen. We recognized 76 
students with awards for their 
efforts, and sent 14 students 
on to represent Hawthorne 
Elementary at the district 
science fair. Arianna Meink-
ing and Theo May both placed 
in their events at the district 
level. Congratulations! Every 
interaction with our students 
has the opportunity to make a 
positive impact on their lives. 
We could not have done this 
without you. Thank you!

— Julie Henderson
 6th Grade ELP Teacher

Hawthorne ELP relies on parent 
volunteers to enhance students’ edu-
cation in myriad ways. Thank you for 
generously giving your time to our 
children. This month we spotlight 
Sharen Hauri, who co-ops in her 
daughter’s first grade classroom.

What is your co-oping position?  
I read and lead discussions for the 
Junior Great Books program.

What made you choose this posi-
tion? I really like to read, read a lot 
to my kids, and have participated in 
book discussion groups.

What have you enjoyed most about 
co-oping at Hawthorne? The kids re-
ally get into the stories and have in-
teresting comments, to say the least. 
I have gotten to know the kids in the 
classroom, which helps because this 
is my child’s first year here. 

What has surprised you most about 
co-oping at Hawthorne? How much 
enthusiasm these kids have—first 
graders are fun!

What advice do you have for new 
co-opers or those who are reluc-
tant to co-op in the classroom? It 

is hard to take the time if you are 
busy at work like me, but it really is 
a highlight of my week. It makes my 
daughter’s day when I step into the 
classroom, and makes up for some of 
the time I miss out with her. It also 
gives me a minute to chat with the 
teacher, because this is the only time 
I see her each week. My time com-
mitment is shorter than many other 
slots, which helps it fit my schedule.  

 — Amie Rosenberg
 ELP Activity Coordinator

volunteers, take a bow...
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Melissa Hendrick – Kindergarten
I was raised in Park City, Utah and I graduated 

from Park City High School. I then attended Roa-

noke College in Virginia and received a Bachelor of 

Arts in economics. After graduating, I could not stay 

away from the mountains. I returned to Park City 

and worked as a Treasury Management Consultant 

for US Bank for five years. To advance my teaching 

credentials, I then attended Westminster College and 

received my Master of Arts in teaching.

Throughout my life, I have been a teacher at heart. 

I have worked with students of all ages in after-school 

programs, tutoring settings, academic settings, 

athletic settings, and volunteer programs. I have been 

a Tennis Teaching Pro for over seven years, teaching 

children of all ages at the Park City MARC. Some of 

my hobbies include reading, playing and teaching 

tennis, and spending as much time enjoying the out-

doors as possible. 

I look forward to seeing you in the halls of Haw-

thorne Elementary School!

Catherine Serpe – Fourth Grade
I was born and raised in northeastern New Jersey.  

I received my bachelor’s degree in history from 

Franklin & Marshall College in Pennsylvania. I played 

four years of NCAA Division III women’s lacrosse 

at F&M and won a National Championship with the 

team. I received my master’s degree in teaching from 

Westminster College in Salt Lake City. Since I’ve 

moved to Utah, my new adventures include hiking, 

mountain biking, skiing and of course, teaching.

In fourth grade, students make a great leap in rea-

soning abilities. To take advantage of that newfound 

ability, I try to get my students to answer the how and 

why questions rather than just memorize facts. My 

goal for the year is to push them to think more deeply 

about the curriculum and solve real-world problems. 

Ultimately, I want them to become problem-solvers, 

critical thinkers, and advocates of their education. 

I encourage and appreciate strong parent, student, 

and teacher relationships. I’m looking forward to 

meeting all of you!

3

two new faces at school

we’ve made our fund raising goals!
Thanks to the tremendous generosity of Haw-

thorne ELP families, we have met all fund raising 

goals for the 2013-14 school year! Much appreciation 

goes out to those who made an additional donation 

over the last month specifically to support the Span-

ish program, ensuring that Maestra Vicky’s salary 

is fully funded for this year. And we couldn’t have 

come this far without all of the donations made over 

the last year, beginning with the advanced donations 

received last spring. Every dollar counts, and every 

student benefits. 

Your contributions enable our teachers to dream 

bigger, and help our students to dig deeper. Thank 

you for making a difference. 

— Kathleen Wilson

 ELP Treasurer

Double your donation’s impact

Did you know that one in ten compa-

nies match employee donations? By 

simply completing a matching-gift form 

from your company you may be able to 

double or triple the impact of the dona-

tion you made to the Hawthorne ELP. 

Many companies also provide grants to 

those who volunteer as a way to rec-

ognize their ongoing support. Contact 

your HR office to see if your company 

has a matching gift or volunteer grant 

program. 
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The purpose of a School Im-
provement Plan is to focus on 
the greatest student needs and 
student gaps in proficiency. Haw-
thorne faculty worked collectively 
to summarize their concerns 
pertaining to student achieve-
ment and risks. With this in 
mind, many possible action steps 
were proposed as solutions and a 

thoughtful plan was written.
The School Improvement Plan 

(SIP) for 2014-2015 includes an 
important goal of participating in 
the development of an ELP Hon-
ors math track. Mrs. Henderson 
will work with ELP teachers and 
math coaches from elementary 
and secondary schools on this 
task. The SIP will fund materials, 

texts, Mr. Nickerson, and teacher 
training related to implementing 
an ELP Honors math track. There 
are also funds for science texts 
and substitute teachers if teachers 
choose to attend gifted trainings 
or conferences.

— Marian Broadhead
 Hawthorne Principal

We had an exciting December 
as ELP students learned all about 
air quality in our latest science-
in-residence! Experts from the 
community brought in inversion 
demonstrations, information, 
and hands on activities about 
the types, sizes, and sources of 
air pollution. They also provided 
real cow lungs for students to 
investigate the importance of our 
respiratory system and how it is 
affected by pollution. The kids are 
now experts themselves and have 
had some great discussions about 
what we can all do to help. A 
special thank you to Breathe Utah 
volunteers, especially Debbie Sig-
man, and to Seth Arens with the 
Department of Air Quality! 

— Lisa Wadge
 Science-in-Residence
 Coordinator

yes, that is actually a cow
’s lung

school improvement plan update

letter from the chair
‘The play is the thing!’ or so my children tell me. The third grade 

production of Good Masters! Sweet Ladies! was a success and students 

in kindergarten through sixth grade enjoyed learning about the lives of 

medieval village residents. 

Fourth, fifth and sixth grade students are currently putting the finish-

ing touches on their Shakespeare plays for the performances next week. 

I was reminiscing about my son’s 6th grade year today. His band was in-

vited to play at the SXSW music festival that year (a pretty big deal) and 

he was distraught because he was afraid that he would miss being in the 

play. We left the festival a day early and drove through a Wyoming bliz-

zard complete with jack-knifed semi trucks and pushing the van up the 

steep spots to get him back in time for dress rehearsals. I’m glad to say he 

did make it, and that year’s performance of The Taming of the Shrew was 

the best I ever saw. 

After watching the performances and talking to the student-actors 

for the last five years I am convinced that these plays are one of the best 

gifts that we as a parent group can give to our students. Parents and 

grandparents are invited to join the audience during the day or attend an 

evening performance. You won’t be disappointed!

MATHCOUNTS is another fantastic extra that we as a community help 

provide for our kids. Check out this link for a March Madness problem of 

the month: http://mathcounts.org/resources/problem-of-the-week. It’s a 

great example of the problem solving the students participate in.

Junior Great Books, Personal Explorations, Share Fair, Geography 

Bee. None of these things would be possible without our exceptional fac-

ulty and dedicated parent volunteers. It is such a gift to be a part of this 

school and I am so grateful for everything that the parents contribute 

through their time, donations and support.

— Kate Wheeler

 ELP Steering Committee Chair


