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Hawthorne Extended Learning Program
1675 South 600 East | Salt Lake City, Utah  84105

 Our program is founded on the gener-
ous participation of our students’ families. 
Parents are encourages to volunteer week-
ly. We highly value parent participation in 
the classroom, but options are available 
for parents at home or after school hours.

 These contributions allow the teachers 
to focus more attention on the students, 
develop more extensive lesson plans, 
and provide more small group activities. 
Parents also help provide a variety of 
enrichment experiences, including field 
trips, hands-on science, literature, art ap-
preciation and creation, geography, music, 
cultural history, and creative writing.
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 Hawthorne ELP provides a parent-
funded Spanish-language program for all 
grades. Based on research in immersion 
language techniques, the program takes 
a conversational approach, focusing on 
games, question and answer sessions, 
impromptu skits, and songs. Our teach-
ers also incorporate new vocabulary into 
other areas of learning. The immersion 
model makes it easy for new children 
to join the program and rapidly get the 
“gist” of conversations en Español.

Currently, Salt Lake City School 
District offers several full-time 
ELP (Extended Learning Pro-
gram) options—one of them at 
Hawthorne Elementary School. 
Over its thirty-year history, 
this program has developed a 
unique offering of educational 

opportunities, supported by qualified teachers 
and a large and cohesive parent organization. 
Our goal is to promote a lifelong love of learn-
ing for intellectually gifted students and to give 
them the tools they need for effective problem 
solving, critical thinking, and communication. 

“For me, the sense of commu-
nity that builds because of this 
generosity of time and talents 
is one of the best things about 
our program.”

—Parent of three ELP students

The Salt Lake City School District does not discriminate on the basis of age, 
color, disability, gender, gender identity, national origin, pregnancy, race, 

religion, or sexual orientation in its programs and activities, 
except where appropriate and allowed by law.

“I could not provide these 
amazing opportunities  
without the help of parents.”

—Leslie Edwards, third grade ELP teacher

Are you a Salt Lake City 
resident considering a 
gifted and talented 
program for your 
academically 
advanced child? 



Collectively, Hawthorne ELP faculty have 

73 years teaching gifted and talented 

students, 15 university degrees (seven of 

them advanced degrees), and 22 endorse-

ments and certifications—including three 

teachers with National Board Certifica-

tions, one of the most respected creden-

tials in the teaching profession. Academic 

backgrounds include Business (MBA), 

Latin and Greek Classics, UNIX comput-

er networking, Middle East Studies, and 

18th Century Women Revolutionaries.

Hawthorne offers three distinct elementary pro-
grams: the neighborhood program, Curriculum and 
Assessment Labs, and full-time ELP. Classes come 
together throughout the year for whole-school events 
such as reading and fitness challenges, Passport to 
Geography, a Winter sing-along and Spring tal-
ent show, food drives, and the recent news-making 
“Speed Stacking” competition. Hawthorne ELP 
students benefit from:

• A coordinated math block schedule, allowing 
individual students to be placed at their appropriate 
level of instruction, regardless of age or grade level.

• A Great Books literature program, which includes 
materials from the William and Mary Gifted Cur-
riculum. Each teacher includes novels as part of the 
curriculum.

• In-depth research projects, beginning in kindergar-
ten, as they research, write a report, create a sculp-
ture, make a drawing, and master knowledge about 
an animal of their choice. Each subsequent year 
builds on this ability, culminating with Personal Ex-
ploration Projects on self-selected subjects in grades 
4-6. All grades showcase their projects in an annual 
Share Fair, celebrating students’ work at the end of 
May. During this process, students learn how to 
learn and build academic confidence.

• Students in grades 4, 5, and 6 participate in the 
national Math Olympiad for elementary students. 
Sixth graders participate in the MATHCOUNTS 
competition for 6th-8th grades.

• For over twenty years, the fourth through sixth grade 
classes produce an annual Shakespeare Festival, 
featuring three shows each year. Past productions 
have included A Midsummer Night’s Dream, A 
Comedy of Errors, Romeo and Juliet, The Taming of 
The Shrew, and Macbeth. All Hawthorne students 
see all three plays each year. In addition, the third 
grade class has begun a yearly tradition of staging the 
Newbery Medal-winning play “Good Masters! Sweet 
Ladies! Voices from a Medieval Village.”

• A school-wide “Passport to Geography” program 
encourages students to know the world.
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dig deeper reach higher

In Kindergarten, it’s okay 
to make mistakes. First 
graders make connections 
with confidence. Second 
grade brings the “a-ha!” 
moment. Third graders 
learn, “Where much is 
given, much is required.” In 
fourth grade, it’s about 
The Power of One. Fifth 
graders know that real 
learning comes from pure 
delight. Sixth grade is 
simply The Final Year.

Want to know more about our teachers? Please see 
hawthorne-elp.com for details.

• Volunteer support allows teachers to schedule 
field trips around the valley. Most classes take 
a field trip at least once a month, and it 
is not uncommon for Mrs. Taft’s fourth grade 
class to go on over 25 field trips. One highlight 
is the fourth graders’ trip to Timpanogos Cave 
during their study of geology.

• In conjunction with Salt Lake City and the 
Utah Arts Council, students are often offered 
an Artist-in-Residence program.

• Our faculty has a depth of collective experi-
ence in the education of exceptionally 
gifted and talented children. This com-
munal knowledge enriches the teachers’ un-
derstanding of and ability to reach this unique 
student population.

• The faculty is engaged in ongoing and current 
issues of gifted education. They attend 
gifted conferences as a faculty and work 
together as a team to provide an integrated 
seven-year experience.

• Through voluntary monetary contributions, 
Hawthorne ELP parents provide op-
portunities to purchase art and classroom 
supplies and books, fund field trips, and sup-
port the activities essential to this enriched 
and advanced education.

Like all of the district’s full-time ELP pro-
grams, Hawthorne offers:

• Transportation to and from school for 
all Salt Lake City School District students.

• Academic curriculum acceleration as well 
as enrichment for depth and complexity.

• A full-day kindergarten program.

• A fee-based after-school program. Haw-
thorne’s after-school program is known for its 
wonderful activities and includes an award-
winning chess club, which is an option even 
for students who don’t attend after-school on a 
regular basis.


