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letter from the principal
Dear ELP Parents,

Students in Mr. Nickerson’s math class and students from the 5th and 6th 

grade ELP classes recently participated in the Math Matters 2013 competi-

tion. These students represented the school well. Maggie S., Sumner B., 

Clair W. and Isabelle W. finished in the top 20 out of 300 students. Maggie 

placed first and Sumner was second. These students are also participating 

in the national MathCounts MC 8 test. 

Math can be challenging for even the most skilled student. However, 

there are several suggested math messages that parents and teachers can 

communicate to students to encourage them to become more confident and 

comfortable with mathematics. Here are some ideas from the U.S. Depart-

ment of Education:

• There’s more than one way to solve a problem.

• Wrong answers aren’t the end of the world.

• Take risks!

• Mental math builds up your brain.

• Calculators are OK sometimes.

Methods of teaching math have changed over time. At our school, we have 

engaging mathematics technology, manipulative materials that are inviting 

to the eye, parent co-opers teaching math groups, and in third grade, the 

“Royal Realm of ‘Rithmetic” ruled by “Her Royal Majesty Mathematica”. 

With an emphasis each morning on a 90-minute math block, it is easy to see 

that “math matters” at Hawthorne.

Sincerely,

— Marian Broadhead

 Hawthorne Elementary Principal
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coming 
events
Geography Bee:  
January 16

Science Fair:  
January 30-31

Good Masters!  
Sweet Ladies!:  
March 11-13

Shakespeare Festival: 
March 31 - April 4

There will be no Spell-
ing Bee this year due to 
the lack of sponsor for 
Salt Lake Valley.

pta news
Thanks to everyone 
who attended our 
fund-raiser at Café 
Zupas. The exact 
totals aren’t available 
yet, but management 
at the restaurant was 
overwhelmed and 
amazed at our partici-
pation. 

Don’t forget to link 
your grocery loyalty 
cards to Hawthorne – 
Fresh Market, Smith’s, 
and Target all have 
programs to let you 
easily and automati-
cally donate to our 
school through your 
purchases.
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Dear ELP Parents, 

I have recently been thinking about the community of learners that surrounds 
my daughter here at Hawthorne. Each student brings a different approach to 
problem solving. Each one of them has a unique giftedness that enriches her 
educational experience. All of her classmates help her think about the world in a 
different way, and I am so grateful for the rich learning environment in her class-
room and in our school.

 Our gifted learners continue to grow and engage in a variety of experiences thanks to 
our dedicated teachers and our amazing parents.

Last month we met at Hidden Hollow in Sugarhouse and spent a Saturday morning 
cleaning up trash. To the casual eye the area looked clean, but when we got down near 
the water it was amazing how much trash was found. Thanks to all who participated in 
the clean up!

Next month, our students will be learning from weather and air quality scientists 
about the winter inversion and air quality monitoring. Check out the article by Lisa 
Wadge below for more details. 

Thank you for all your contributions to our community. 

— Kate Wheeler
 ELP Steering Committee Chair

Air quality is a hot topic here in Salt Lake City 

given our geography and the winter inversions that 

plague our valley in the winter months. Hawthorne 

students and their parents have also expressed 

curiosity about the air quality monitoring equipment 

that is located on the school playground. It seems to 

be prime time to delve further into the topic, so the 

steering committee of the ELP Parent Organization 

has developed an environmental science “science-in-

residence” to take place in December. 

Sterling Poulson, chief meteorologist for Channel 

2, will be speaking to the kids about how weather and 

geography play a role in our winter pollution on Tues-

day, December 3rd. The first two weeks in December, 

each class will also have two hour-long interactive 

sessions with volunteers from local non-profit organi-

zation, Breathe Utah. Breathe Utah works to improve 

the health of our community and advances solutions 

to Utah’s air quality challenges through education 

and collaboration. In these sessions, students will 

learn more about the health issues associated with 

poor air quality and what can be done about our air 

pollution problems. Finally, Seth Arens, an environ-

mental scientist with the Department of Air Qual-

ity, will be meeting with the kids the third week in 

December to explain how and why the air quality 

monitoring station on our playground tracks differ-

ent pollutants in our air. Volunteers may be needed 

for some of the hands-on sessions, so keep your eyes 

peeled for further requests for help. It should be a fun 

and informative few weeks before the holiday break!

— Lisa Wadge

 Science-in-Residence Coordinator
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air quality science-in-residence – 
coming in december!
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“ Volunteers do not  
necessarily have  
the time; they just  
have the heart.”

In order to help our teach-

ers, Hawthorne ELP parents are 

asked to contribute two valuable 

resources to the program: time 

and money. At parent meetings, 

we find out how much money has 

been donated, the percentage of 

families that have contributed, 

and how close we are to achieving 

our goals. We know that the mon-

ey we contribute is enriching our 

children’s education with Span-

ish lessons, field trips, textbooks, 

science-in-residence lessons, and 

much more.

But the time that parents 

contribute to their classrooms is 

just as valuable as the monetary 

donation. I would like to acknowl-

edge this important resource by 

answering the following ques-

tions: 
 

• How much time do Hawthorne 

ELP parents donate to our 

children?

• What percentage of our families 

are participating in co-oping?

• What hours should we report 

and why do we report them? 

For just the month of October, 

we collectively donated 1,034 

hours of our time to the ELP 

program! Approximately 88% of 

ELP families have co-oped since 

the start of the year. This contri-

bution is amazing and must be 

celebrated! Here is a breakdown 

for October by class:

• Kindergarten: 153 hours,  

91% of families participating

• 1st grade: 186 hours,  

96% of families participating

• 2nd grade: 200 hours,  

90% of families participating

• 3rd grade: 245 hours,  

97% of families participating

• 4th grade: 72 hours,  

65% of families participating

• 5th grade: 110 hours,  

97% of families participating

• 6th grade: 68 hours,  

80% of families participating

Co-oping does not just happen 

in the classroom. All time spent 

traveling, preparing for lessons, 

planning parties, on field trips, 

attending meetings, coordinating 

classes, etc. should be reported 

to your co-op coordinator. They 

turn these numbers in to me each 

month to keep on file. We use 

these numbers for the following 

reasons:  

• To apply for grants. Grantors 

like to see community involve-

ment when they award money.

• To reflect the fact that co-oping 

is a cornerstone of our program; 

we record hours to be sure that 

our volunteerism comes up to 

the standard we expect in the 

program. 

• To understand what sort of 

difference parent volunteerism 

makes in our community—we 

are able to compare how many 

hours we volunteer and our 

results by looking at what is 

happening in the Hawthorne 

ELP vs. comparable programs 

in our city, state, and country.

• To show the District, the school, 

and our teachers what sort of 

impact we as parents make.

• To understand what sort of 

community we have.

• To see how different classes 

respond to volunteer requests, 

and how co-oping impacts both 

students and teachers.

A huge thank-you to all the 

parents out there who are contrib-

uting to our program with their 

valuable time! We appreciate the 

efforts and sacrifices that you 

make to benefit all the children 

in the classroom. For those of 

you who haven’t gotten involved 

yet, please contact your co-op 

coordinator to see what you can 

do to contribute. In the words of 

Elizabeth Andrew, 

— Cindy Thornton

 ELP Co-op Coordinator
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why co-op? a short primer...
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Kindergarten – Camille Gallagher

Our field trip to the Sunnyside Post Office was one 

of the most exciting things we’ve done so far this 

year. Our five- and six-year-old students wrote and 

addressed a letter to someone in their family. We took 

a tour of the post office and met all the mail carriers 

serving the zip code area of 84108. The students were 

amazed to find out that the Sunnyside Post Office 

processes over 200,000 pieces of mail every day! Our 

excellent kindergarten writers stamped their enve-

lopes and mailed their letters with a better under-

standing of how mail gets to their house! 

First Grade – Misty Clark

We have had an exciting fall in Room 10. We were 

privileged to have a student teacher, Mrs. Torres, 

as a part of our class. She finished the first week of 

November. We have enjoyed incorporating technol-

ogy into our daily math and language arts rotations. 

Additionally, we were thrilled to earn the coveted 

bedazzled shoe. Mrs. Timken challenged our class to 

run 75 miles and we ran over 140 miles! Way to go, 

first graders!

Second Grade - Angie Leone 

Our class recently finished the Mystery Festival. 

Our young detectives loved learning about deductive 

thinking, crime scene observations, lab testing (which 

included burning fibers, testing powders and liquids, 

decoding messages, and fingerprinting), and finally 

writing up our conclusions of who did it, how, and 

why. Our many volunteers have made it possible to 

implement the Daily 5 in math instruction: math with 

teacher, partner math, math by myself, math tech-

nology, and math writing. These rotations provide 

multiple opportunities to understand the concepts. 

Third Grade – Leslie Edwards

ROOM 12’S YOUNG HISTORIANS CELEBRATE 

THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE GETTYSBURG 

ADDRESS ON THE EVENING NEWS!

Continuing to trace our country’s roots and learn 

more about America’s “Secular Scripture”, Room 12 

transitioned from 1787 and the U.S. Constitution (and 

memorizing the Preamble) to 1863 and the Gettys-

burg Address. To celebrate the 150th anniversary of 

the Address, we committed to learn it from memory 

while learning about the principles and ideals it es-

pouses. What enthusiasm and pride Room 12 shared 

as we recited and practiced together! The Governor’s 

office heard about our preparations and contacted 

the University of Utah basketball team – who sent us 

tickets for parents and students to attend the Utes’ 

game against UC Davis. The kids were thrilled to 

receive such positive validation from the community 

for their efforts.

Principal Broadhead and Ms. Sohm (neighborhood 

ELP teacher and student council advisor) caught the 

vision and created a beautiful all-school assembly 

around the Gettysburg Address anniversary. Room 

12 (some of us dressed in costumes of the period) led 

the entire student body in reciting it at approximately 

the same time (EST) that President Lincoln spoke 150 

years ago.

ABC News Channel 4 came to Hawthorne to film 

this event and ended up interviewing our class and 

including our recitation in the five o’clock evening 

news! Kaila Reynolds and Colton Skuster spoke well 

as they represented the class in one-on-one inter-

views with ABC News correspondent Kylie Bearse.

what do they DO all day?
or, classroom updates...
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Fourth Grade – Katie Walker

Life in room 22 has been an adventure so far this 

year! The fourth grade ELP students have been work-

ing hard and having fun in the process. Looking back 

on what we have accomplished so far, several mo-

ments truly stand out as memorable. As an introduc-

tion into Early People and Utah American Indians, 

our class took a field trip to the Natural History 

Museum. This field trip turned our 28 students into 

anthropologists with a mission to identify authentic 

artifacts from the Paleo-Indian tribes. While there, 

students had a blast grinding corn, or maize, using 

the traditional method of stone-on-stone and kid 

power! It was fantastic to see students fully immersed 

in this anthropological lesson. Since the field trip, 

my students and I have explored several American 

Indian tribes and their histories. In studying these 

native people, we explored rock art and the different 

symbols found throughout historical sites in Utah.  

 
 

With the genius of one of our parent volunteers and 

my desire to bring history to life, we created petro-

glyphs by carving symbols into terracotta-painted 

drywall, then painting the images with authentically 

made paints. Talk about bringing history to life! So 

far, this social studies unit has been a true hands-on 

exploration and I cannot wait to see what comes next!

Fifth Grade – Marilyn Taft

The fifth graders held an Explorer Museum Walk 

in October, displaying the posters and artifacts they 

created to represent their chosen explorers. These 

explorers ranged from Leif Erikson to Jacques Cous-

teau, Magellan to Darwin, and Ernest Shackleton to 

Isabella Bird. “Livingston, I presume,” said the fifth 

grader with the handlebar mustache. 

They memorized the “unfamous” and “unfamiliar” 

part of Martin Luther King’s “I Have 

a Dream” speech. On the 50th 

anniversary of the speech, 

they shouted it to an 

audience of first and 

second graders, as well 

as commuters on 7th 

East, while bells rang 

out at Hawthorne and 

across the nation. 

They memorized A. 

Lincoln’s remarks from 

Gettysburg, but that was only 

the beginning of what they learned 

about the battle and the speech; they know what the 

9 of “here” means and why Lincoln honored ALL 

of the dead, not just those who wore blue uniforms. 

They also understand that sometimes “returning can 

be” more “tedious than going ahead.” Macbeth said it 

first, but Pickett and Longstreet experienced it, too.

They made a mess in the science lab simulating 

volcanic explosions, and traced the interlaced faults 

of Timpanogos Cave with their eyes. They explored 

natural disasters at the Museum of Natural History 

and learned how to find the lowest common de-

nominator by putting factors in a bag. They learned 

about Bach’s canons and fugues, how to take musical 

dictation, and all of the words to “Rubber Ducky.” 

They completed a “pickle project”— no explanation 

possible.

Congratulations  to Julie Henderson  
on the birth of her son,  

Joshua David Henderson! The sixth graders are in Mrs. Zaugg’s  

capable hands while mother & baby  
get to know each other.
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Elias, Johnny, Jack, Doruk, and Myles show off their 

completed “ancient” petroglyphs.
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A huge THANK-YOU goes out 

to all the families who have made 

contributions for the 2013-14 

school year. Your generosity is 

making many wonderful things 

possible for the students, includ-

ing:

• Spanish language instruction 

with Maestra Vicky

• Up-to-date publications for so-

cial studies and current events

• Supplies for classroom projects 

and science experiments

• Air quality science-in-residence 

program

• Much, much more

Here’s the thing - we have yet to 

meet our fund-raising goals for the 

school year, and we need your help 

to make it happen. We are almost 

$1,000 short on our budget for 

Spanish. Maestra Vicky’s salary is 

paid entirely through donations, 

and we are relying on everyone’s 

help to ensure that the Spanish 

program can continue to thrive. 

If you have yet to donate, DON’T 

WAIT! Please consider making 

even a small donation if the sug-

gested amount feels out of reach. 

Every little bit really does make a 

difference, so if $10 or $20 is all 

you can spare, we will gladly put it 

to good use. 

Please remember the Haw-

thorne ELP Parent Organization 

when planning your end-of-year 

donations. All donations are tax-

deductible and go to such a good 

cause! Receipts will be issued in 

January 2014 for total annual con-

tributions of $250 or more. 

Does your employer do match-

ing gifts? Many companies will 

match their employees’ charitable 

donations – find out today if you 

are eligible and double the impact 

of your gift! 

Would you rather pay over time 

instead of in one large amount? 

PayPal makes it VERY easy to 

make monthly payments. Click on 

the yellow Donate button on www.

hawthorne-elp.com to create a re-

curring payment request – in any 

amount you can!

One of the important fund-rais-

ing goals for this school year is to 

strive for 100% participation. That 

means we are hoping that every 

family will make a contribution, no 

matter the size of the gift. It makes 

such a difference when the entire 

community of parents works to-

gether to make something fantastic 

happen. We are currently at 70% 

participation, and we can do bet-

ter. Make your donation today.

Thank you again, to all the fami-

lies who have been so generous 

this school year. As we dive into 

the holiday season, please know 

that your support of the program 

is a gift to your child that will truly 

keep on giving.

— Kathleen Wilson 
 Hawthorne ELP Treasurer
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