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letter from
the principal
Dear ELP parents,

Hawthorne Elementary is an outstanding school with a 100-year his-

tory of excellence. The successes and achievements of students, families, 

and staff don’t just happen. They are all wrapped up in a million things: 

people, events, hard work, luck, practice, mistakes, and opportunities. 

Abraham Lincoln once said, “It is surprising how much you can accom-

plish if you don’t care who gets the credit.”  Sharing the credit for excel-

lence has a magical effect. Everyone feels great and self esteem increases. 

Who remembers who the best, fastest, cleverest, or brightest students at 

Hawthorne were 50 years ago? Who knows who they will be in 50 years?  

I know right now that this is a remarkable school with a 100-year record 

of excellence and it may well be an “excellent adventure” for the next 100 

years.

Sincerely,

Marian Broadhead

Principal

newsletter

Dear Parents,

We are approaching spring 

and its many activi-

ties—taxes, spring break, 

Easter, Shakespeare plays, 

and 6th grade graduation. 

I am excited for all the ac-

tivity and somewhat worn 

out in advance. The ELP 

Steering Committee has 

been hard at work produc-

ing a brochure for pro-

spective parents as well as 

reconfiguring the web site. 

(See page 4 for details.) 

We have many talented 

parents in our program 

who have donated their 

skills to make this work. I 

want to especially notice 

Jenne Parsons who has 

designed our new tree 

logo and synthesized our 

volumes of input to create 

the brochure and web site. 

Katherine Kennedy and 

Marina O’Neill-James 

have devoted time and 

energy to the copy. Robert 

Raleigh has helped out 

with the editing. Sue Pic-

cone has been in charge of 

the web site transfer. Our 

principal, Marian Broad-

head, has advocated with 

the district. I am grateful 

for all the work all of you 

as parents are doing to 

make this program great. 

The seeds you are planting 

in the lives of our children 

will be bearing fruit for 

many years to come.

Liz Ashworth

ELP Steering 

Committee Chair
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Winter was a very busy season for Hawthorne’s ELP 

students. In addition to the regular curriculum, stu-

dents participated in many activities, including: 

Good Masters! Sweet Ladies!—The annual third-

grade production of Laura Amy Schlitz’s Newbery 

Award-winning book of medieval monologues.

MATHCOUNTS—A club and competition program 

that promotes excellence in science, technology, engi-

neering, and mathematics. Six of the top ten students 

at the competition were current students or alumni of 

Hawthorne Elementary!

Spelling Bee and Geography Bee

Science Fair—ELP students begin doing individual 

projects starting in the third grade.

Reflections—An annual arts program sponsored by 

the PTA promoting creative expression.

Lego League Robotics—A competition where teams 

build and program robots to perform complex tasks. 

Hawthorne and Whittier students teamed up to enter 

the competition and even won a Robot Game award, 

beating out 55 other robots.

Ever wonder what’s in it for YOU when you volunteer? 

Here’s what one parent experienced:

“For me, the sense of community that builds because of 

parents’ generosity of time and talents is one of the best things 

about our program. I begin in kindergarten caring only about 

the success of my student. My student tells me about other par-

ents who are participating in the class. Over time I am drawn in. 

My student loves having me in class. She sits on my lap while I am 

there. I make friends with other students. I get to know the teacher. 

I begin to understand what is going on in the classroom. I help a 

student understand a concept. I read with a group of students. 

I feel like I am doing something worthwhile. I can name all the 

kids in my student’s class. I get to know the other parents. I 

make friends with the other parents—after all, we have a lot in 

common. I am able to observe my student at work and at play 

with her peers. In this new situation, I understand better 

her strengths and weaknesses. I am not surprised at 

parent teacher conference. Ultimately, I am left 

caring deeply about the success of my student’s 

classmates and thinking about what I can 

do to enrich the classroom and  

our program.”

winter highlights

spring calendar

March 14-16, 
8:30am-11:00am:

New Parent Meetings

April 4-8:
Shakespeare 
performances
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On Wednesday, March 16, Hawthorne Elementary 

will kick off single-stream recycling in the lunch-

room. Students will be able to recycle:

•  Plastic food containers 

•  Plastic bottles 

•  Plastic fruit and salad containers and lids 

•  Aluminum cans 

•  Milk containers 

•  Cardboard sandwich trays 

•  Paper bags

Students will be trained by parent and Student Coun-

cil volunteers during a trial period that will run from 

March 16-March 30. Volunteers will help students 

identify items that can be recycled, encourage proper 

food waste disposal, and manage traffic flow.

If students don’t purchase school lunches, they still 

can curb lunchroom waste by packing greener home 

lunches. A few tips:

•  Use a lunch box or reusable lunch sack.

•  Use reusable food containers rather than plastic 

bags, aluminum foil, and plastic wrap.

•  Use reusable beverage containers rather than bev-

erages in boxes or cans.

•  Purchase in bulk and pack or pour into containers 

rather than use individually packaged items.

•  Bring silverware and a cloth napkin rather than use 

disposable items.

Thanks to Marian Broadhead, Linda Rains (lunch-

room), Timothy Williams (custodial), Greg Libecci 

(the Salt Lake School District’s Energy and Resources 

Manager), the PTA and SCC, Sheri Sohm and the 

Student Council, and countless parents and students 

for supporting this program.

If you are interested in signing up for a lunch period 

shift, please contact Shannon Whisenant at shannon.

whisenant@gmail.com.

— Susan Anderson

 Chair, Hawthorne Elementary Green Team
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the success of my student. My student tells me about other par-

ents who are participating in the class. Over time I am drawn in. 
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I begin to understand what is going on in the classroom. I help a 

student understand a concept. I read with a group of students. 

I feel like I am doing something worthwhile. I can name all the 

kids in my student’s class. I get to know the other parents. I 

make friends with the other parents—after all, we have a lot in 

common. I am able to observe my student at work and at play 

with her peers. In this new situation, I understand better 
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parent teacher conference. Ultimately, I am left 
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 At one time or another, we’ve all run the gauntlet of trying to choose the right 

school for our kids. Okay, now you’ve narrowed it down to full-time ELP—but which 

program? What’s the difference? To help parents facing that conundrum, the steering 

committee has produced a brochure to help prospective parents understand what it’s 

like to be a part of the ELP at Hawthorne. There are so many great things about our 

program that it soon became clear we needed a logo to quickly telegraph our perspec-

tive on learning, so the steering committee commissioned a new logo and tag line.

 “Hawthorne ELP: Dig Deeper, Reach Higher” addresses the program’s focus on 

teaching children to learn, putting down the academic roots to allow them to 

grow intellectually. As many of you already know, trees that grow too tall, too quickly 

will often fall over or die without a root system of commensurate size. In much the 

same way, simply accelerating an academically advanced child is not enough. The 

tree metaphor applies in so many ways to what we hope to accomplish at Haw-

thorne—the depth of focus on subjects (roots), the symbiosis of 

learning in an environment with peers of ability and temperament 

(forest), the caretaking of this rare “species” by teachers with special-

ized knowledge (botanists), and the amazing community of parents that supports it 

all (gardeners). On a secondary level, the way the roots become a stylized, regular 

pattern reinforces the idea that we have a cohesive seven-year program, starting with 

animal reports in kindergarten and culminating with Personal Exploration Projects 

through grade six.

 In addition to the new brochure and logo, the steering committee is very close 

to launching a new web site with loads of supporting information for prospective 

parents, including more in-depth teacher bios and credentials, history, the parent 

handbook, and links for parents of gifted children. This web site will also become a 

great resource for our community of parents and teachers as more features are rolled 

out, including online payment for program donations, classroom-specific pages, and 

the most recent news and photos. Look for more info about the web site to come...

 We have been extremely fortunate to have both web site hosting and programming 

services donated. Xmission, a locally owned internet service provider, will be hosting 

the Hawthorne ELP web site at hawthorne-elp.com. SUMO Webworks is handling 

the site’s development, thanks to partner Sue Piccone (parent of a kindergartner).
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